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      Born in White Sulphur 
Springs, West Virginia, on 
August 26, 1918 was Katherine 
Johnson.  One of the first 
African Americans to earn a 
PhD in mathematics. She went 
high school at age 13 on the 
campus of Black West Virginia 
College  then later enrolled in 
that same collage at age 18



    After she graduated in 1937 she 
became a teacher.  Then  spent the next 
13 years raising a family with her 
husband Francis Goble. 
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     Katherine started out working as  
one of NASA’s “Human Computers” 
in 1953. Those were women 
mathematicians that did the 
calculations to help put astronauts 

on the moon.  She also helped 
contribute to the calculations of the 
Apollo 11 The mission to put the 
first human on the moon.



     In 1962 John Glenn 
asked for “the girl” as he 
called her to hand check 
the equations that would 
help him on his flight to  
space.



     After retiring from NASA is 1986 she 
often visited classrooms to share her story 
and the benefits of pursuing a career in 
science and mathematics.



In 2015 President Barack 
Obama gave Katherine the 
presidential medal of 
freedom. Which is 
America's highest civilian 
honor.



     In 2016 they made a movie 
based on Katherine and her 
friends Dorothy Vaughan and 
Mary Jackson called “Hidden 
Figures”



   The gifted mathematician died on 
February 24, 2020 at age 101 of natural 
causes.  She had a great life and has 
inspired many young African American 
women all over the world.










